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security would not be possible, have given us the reasons which forbid
them to assume new undertakings or to accept all the consequences of
their existing undertakings.
Raczynski terminated his speech with the suggestion that when
the debate closed the conference should concentrate on a
programme of work which would include the various technical
points that had been put forward by the delegates. In an interview
published in the Gazeta Polska on February 8, Beck said that
Poland had no disarmament plan of her own for so vast a problem,
but only a proposal of marking a stage in the proceedings based
on the realities of the situation. On February 22, when the
conference was discussing the question of security, Raczynski
stated that the conference, in the view of the Polish Delegation,
could not disregard those fundamentals on which reposed the
whole edifice of disarmament, fundamentals constituted by the
precise texts of treaties which clearly expressed the obligations
of the parties to them, and which remained of binding force;
the conference had no power to change them. Raszynski noted
that the German representative had testified to the respect with
which his Government regarded these treaties; and he alluded
again to the Polish proposal of formulating a programme of
positive work. The vote, taken next day in the conference, though
it showed a larger measure of support for the French plan than for
any other, demonstrated, once again, the disaccord among the
great nations. The Polish delegation did not vote. French comment
was to the effect that the opposition was composed, under German
and Italian leadership, of those States which desired to overthrow
the existing order in Europe; but the simple truth was that England
and the United States, as well as Germany and Italy, were hostile
to parts of the French plan, and thus it could not but fail.
The conference was faced with another deadlock, and there
was a general feeling that the result would be the confounding
of the whole international attempt to promote disarmament
by agreement. But on March 16, Ramsay MacDonald, British
Premier, appeared at Geneva with the object of "saving" the
conference. Meanwhile a further increase of the tension between
Poland and Germany, with Danzig once more in the